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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  Decemher  31st,  1954 


Public  Health  Department, 
Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 

Farnham,  Surrey. 

August,  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  of  Farnham  for  the  year  1954. 

The  population  again  shows  an  increase,  this 
year  of  378,  which  is  a considerable  increase  over  the 
figures  of  180  and  119  for  1953  and  1958,  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  is  slightly  higher  and  the  death 
rate  slightly  lower  than  the  previous  year. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  remarkably 
good  and  the  amount  of  infectious  disease  has  been  very 
small.  Only  one  case  of  poliom.yelitis  was  notified  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  any  infectious  disease. 

Following  the  trend  throughout  the  country,  the  infant 
mortality  rate  reached  a new  low  record. 

Building  has  continued  at  approximately  the 
same  rate  as  the  previous  year,  showing  an  increase  of 
854  inhabited  houses,  91  of  which  are  owned  by  the  Council, 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  members  of  the  voluntary  organisations,  whose  work  in 
a variety  of  spheres  is  a great  asset  to  the  town;  also 
to  the  staff  of  my  department  for  their  unfailing 
co-operation. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COHDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Eamham  is 
9,039  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  1954  is  24,520. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1954 
was  7,626.  There  were  also  204  shops  with  dwelling 
accommodation,  giving  a total  of  7,830.  The  nimiber  of  houses 
owned  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  end  of  1954  was  1,295. 


The  rateable  value  is  £241,339  and  the  sum  represented 
by  a penny  rate  is  £947. 


Total 

Mi.  Mi. 

Live  Births  (legitimate) 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

330 

12 

157  173 

8 4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

13.9 

Still  Births  (legitimate) 

Still  Births  (illegitimate) 

6 

0 

2 4 

0 0 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

0.244 

The  birth  rate  is  again  slightly  higher 
year  but,  as  usual,  is  lower  than  the  average  rate 
England  and  V/ales. 

than  last 
of  15.2  for 

Total 

Mi.  Mi. 

Deaths 

369 

188  181 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

15.04 

The  death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year  but 
still  shows  a significant  rise  over  the  average  rate  up  to  1953. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Vifales  is  11.3. 

There  was  one  maternal  death,  which  gives  a rate  of 
2.8  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

There  were  6 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
and  of  these  3 were  under  4 weeks  of  age.  This  gives  a death 
rate  of  17.5  per  1,000  live  births  and  continues  to  show  the 
steady  decline  which  has  been  going  on  in  recent  years.  The 
comparable  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.5  per  1,000  live 
births. 
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The  classified  causes  of  death  are  as  follows 


Pulnonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchu, 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Blalignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

Diabetes  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations  

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
]Vbtor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

Suicide  

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


M.  F. 

0 1 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 

3 5 
10  0 

0 8 
0 2 
17  12 

2 2 

1 3 

27  37 

31  17 

5 2 

33  24 

9 9 

1 0 
5 14 

9 4 

1 1 

2 1 
0 2 

4 3 

3 0 

0 1 
3 3 

14  20 

1 0 
3 7 

3 2 

0 0 


Totals 


188  181 


As  is  to  be  expected  in  a population  whose  average 
age  is  relatively  high,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries  and 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  are  responsible  for  by 
far  the  largest  number  of  deaths. 
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GMERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CMTRES 


The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment 

centres 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street  - Famham  - Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Rowledge  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  V/recclesham  - 2nd  and  4th  Mondays, 

2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts’  Hall,  Gravel  Hill,  Lower  Bourne  - 1st  and 
3rd  V/ednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale  - Fridays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts’  Hut,  Badshot  Lea  - 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
2-4  p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Weyboume  - 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

2-4  p.m. 

School  and  Dinhtheria  Immunisation  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - 1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Chest  Clinic 


Northfield  Hospital,  Redan  Road,  Aldershot  - Wednesdays, 

9.30  a.m.,  - 5 p.m.  (A.P.  Clinic  - Fridays,  2-5  p.m.) 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - V/ednesdays, 

1.30  - 5 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  9 a.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Sneech  Training  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Mondays, 

9.30  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 2nd  and  4th 
Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
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Physio therapy  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Earnham  - Thursdays, 

10  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Cleansing  Centre 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - when  required. 
AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

I am  indebted  to  Superintendent  G.G.L,  Crawte  for 
details  of  the  work  done  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 


Type  of  Case 

Ambulance  Cases 

Car 

Cases 

Number 

Mileage 

Number 

J/tileage 

Accident 

123 

853 

47 

274 

Emergency  Illness 

no 

903 

24 

198 

, Maternity 

39 

329 

71 

582 

Hospital  Transport 

738 

8,820 

1,019 

12,645 

Outpatients 

866 

13,772 

1,906 

15,499 

Transport  from  one 
private  address 
to  another 

22 

341 

15 

141 

Helping  patient 
in  home 

2 

4 

14 

65 

Totals 

1,900 

25,022 

3,096 

29,404 

In  addition  to  the  above  County  cases,  19  private  cases 
were  moved  by  ambulance  and  26  by  car  with  a total  mileage  of 
1,170.  The  grand  total  was  as  follows 


Cases  - 5,041 
Mileage  - 55,596 

This  shows  a reduction  of  395  cases  and  1,668  miles 
compared  with  1953. 

Without  the  large  amount  of  voluntary  help  given  by 
male  and  female  members  of  the  Brigade,  the  ambulance  service 
would  not  be  able  to  function. 
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During  the  year  Mr.  H.  li'Iansey  retired  from  the  post 
of  Superintendent  which  he  had  held  for  20  years  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Brigade.  Altogether,  he  had  50  years 
service  for  the  Association  and  Brigade  - a marvellous  record 
of  public  service,  which  was  appropriately  recognised  at  a 
farewell  dinner  when  presentations  were  made  from  various 
bodies. 

SPASTICS  AND  POLIOMYELITIS 

Much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  done  for 
spastic s and  polios  during  1954.  The  West  Surrey  and  North 
Itopshire  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Spastics  has  an 
increasing  membership.  A public  meeting  held  in  Famham  in 
October  was  addressed  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Evans,  F.R.C.S.,  C.B.E. , 
Medical  Superintendent  of  Treloar^s  Hospital,  who  spoke  to  a 
large  audience  on  the  need  for  early  diagnosis,  treatment  and 
education  of  spastic  children  and  the  importance  of  an 
increasing  number  of  people  being  made  aware  of  this  great 
National  problem.  Several  spastic  children  have  been  helped 
individually  with  walking  aids,  speech  therapy  and  special 
training  during  1954. 

The  Famham  and  Aldershot  Group  of  the  I.P.F., 
continues  to  flourish.  The  30  to  40  polio  members  in  this 
area  have  enjoyed  social  evenings,  films  and  coach  outings 
every  month  since  the  inauguration  of  the  group  in  July,  1953. 
Many  kind  people  in  the  Famham  district  have  done  much  to 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the  group.  Financial  grants 
have  been  made  to  many  polios  who  were  in  need  and  also  help 
has  been  given  in  the  obtaining  of  special  chairs,  work  and 
advice  and  practical  help  given  in  the  innumerable  problems 
they  have  to  face. 

The  Honorary  Secretary,  Miss  M.  P.  Pechey,  has  had 
many  letters  of  warm  appreciation  from  various  members  who  rely 
solely  on  the  group  for  their  social  activities. 

HOSHTAL  CAR  SERVICE 

This  service  has  done  28,658  miles,  covering  1,280 
journeys  and  transporting  1,934  patients,  and  a debt  of  gratitude 
is  due  to  the  drivers,  who  often  had  to  turn  out  under  very 
adverse  weather  conditions,  also  to  Mrs.  Hodgkinson,  the  area 
transport  officer,  for  her  organising  ability  and  unfailing  help. 
Unfortunately,  she  had  to  resign  on  November  1st  and  is  succeeded 
by  Superintendent  Crawte  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

VOLUNTARY  SERVICES 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services 

The  W.V.S.,  run  five  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  in  the 
surrounding  villages  and  it  is  hoped  to  open  a luncheon  club 
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for  the  "Over- Sixties”  in  the  Spring  with  a chiropody  service, 
a lending  libraiy  and  a comfortable  louQge  where  members  can 
spend  a happy  afternoon. 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  Service  is  not  nearly  so  busy 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  About  30  meals  are  delivered 
during  the  week  to  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  to  the  sick  and 
housebound.  "Over  Seventies"  pay  lOd  for  each  meal,  the 
Council  making  up  the  difference  between  lOd  and  l/6d,  which 
is  the  price  paid  to  the  caterer. 

Clothing  is  supplied  to  any  old  persons  needing  it 
and  an  endeavour  is  made  to  fit  everyone  out  in  the  autumn 
with  a warm  coat,  some  good  woollies  and  a good  pair  of  shoes. 

There  is  a fairly  large  library  housed  at  the  V^f.V.S.  , 
office  and  a member  takes  a selection  of  books  to  any  Darby 
and  loan  Club  which  cares  to  use  them, 

A shop  is  open  every  Monday  (Bank  Holidays  included) 
at  St.  James’  Home  for  the  sale  of  sweets,  tobacco,  biscuits 
and  other  small  items  to  the  inmates. 

Several  old  ladies  living  in  the  Green  Lane  Hospital 
who  have  no  relatives  to  visit  them  have  been  adopted  by  W.V.S., 
members,  who  visit  them  regularly  and  take  them  magazines, 
sweets  and  flowers. 

The  T/V.V.S.,  does  its  utmost  to  see  that  no  old  person 
living  in  the  district  is  lonely  or  in  difficulty.  A great 
deal  of  visiting  is  done  and  many  members  do  shopping  and  other 
small  services  for  the  old  folk. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society 

Herewith  is  a report  of  the  Divisional  Welfare  Officer 
for  the  year  1954 

Mobile  Library 

1,695  books  were  issued  to  sick  people  in  their  homes 
during  the  last  year,  which  is  a slight  increase  over  last  year. 

Transport 


Ten  journeys  were  undertaken,  including  four  to 
London,  two  to  Wokingham  and  V\forthing. 

Good  Fellowship  Club  for  Handicapped  People 

The  B.R.C.S.,  Exhibition  held  in  May  and  two  sales  at 
The  Bourne  and  Wrecclesham  in  July  and  August  were  more  than 
usually  successful. 
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One  spastic  who  has  never  used  her  hands  before  is 
now  knitting  at  the  fortnightly  meetings  and  two  members  won 
prizes  for  their  work  at  V/recclesham, 

The  club  went  to  Brighton  for  their  summer  outing, 
Albury  Park  for  a half  day,  the  Ice  Show  at  ikrls  Court  in 
October  and  held  their  Christmas  Party  on  December  9th, 

Thanks  are  again  due  to  the  many  kind  friends  who 
help  us  vdth  teas  and  transport  throughout  the  year. 

Porget-Me-Uot  Club 

Twenty  new  members  have  been  enrolled  and  the  total 
remains  approximately  76.  The  name  of  the  club  has  been 
changed  from  "Old  Folks"  to"Forget-Me-Kot"  and  caters  for  the 
old  folks  of  Famham.  Activities  include  two  rugs  completed 
by  a member  and  cakes  for  each  meeting  made  regularly  by  ladies 
of  the  club.  Evening  coach  drives,  summer  outing  to 
Bournemouth,  Ice  Show  and  Christmas  Party  completed  the  social 
events  for  the  year. 

Trolley  Shon  at  Farnham  Hospital 

This  continues  to  prove  very  popular  and  we  are 
fortunate  in  having  our  regular  teams.  During  the  year  we 
have  been  able  to  buy  a new  trolley,  which  not  only  displays 
the  articles  for  sale  in  a much  better  way  but  is  also  more 
easiljr  manoeuvred  in  the  wards. 

Trolley  Basket 


V/e  have  followed  our  old  friends  from  Upper  South, 
Famham  Hospital,  to  Green  Lane  Hospital,  v;here  the  basket 
continues  to  fulfil  a need. 

Vi  siting 


Almost  700  visits  were  paid  during  1954.  Bnergency 
calls  are  often  received  from  Farnham  Hospital  almoner  as  well 
as  the  innumerable  cases  on  which  an  eye  is  kept  after  leaving 
hospital.  Reports  made  to  the  almoner  on  work  done  often 
lead  to  further  action  being  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the 
patient. 


In  addition,  the  B.R.C.S.,  are  responsible  for  the 
library  at  Farnham  Hospital.  1,755  books  were  issued  to 
1,365  readers  and  77  books  were  bound  and  repaired  during  the 
year. 


The  town  and  hospital  authorities  are  deeply  grateful 
to  the  many  men  and  women  who  give  so  much  useful  voluntary 
service . 
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HOME  PIELPS 


More  cases  have  received  help  and  attention  than 
in  previous  years.  The  following  are  the  figures  for  1954 

Cases  Attended  Hours  Worked 


General  - 

Acute 

Chronic 


50) 

43) 


14,029f 


l\/iatemity 


54 


4,596 


There  are  17  home helps  available. 

DAY  NHRSERy 

*\ 

The  average  attendance  has  been  18-20  throughout  the 
year  and  the  health  of  the  children  has  been  good,  except  for 
a short  explosive  outbreak  of  gastro-enteritis  in  March. 

PUBLICITY 


A new  edition  of  the  Health  Services  Handbook  was 
published  during  the  year  and  distributed  as  widely  as  possible. 
Bookmarkers  giving  particulars  about  diphtheria  and  immunisation 
have  been  distributed  by  the  libraries  in  the  town. 

General  practitioners  have  been  informed  about  the 
more  recent  views  with  regard  to  the  best  ages  for  vaccination 
and  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  and 
their  co-operation  has  been  obtained  in  adopting  a unifoim 
system. 

HOSPITALS 


During  the  year  the  old  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
blocks  at  Green  Lane  Hospital  were  redecorated  and  improved 
and  are  now  used  to  accommodate  40  female  chronic  cases 
transferred  from  Famham  Hospital.  This  is  to  allow  the  wards 
formerly  used  by  these  chronic  cases  to  be  upgraded  as  it  was 
decided  that  this  block,  which  many  years  ago  had  been 
scheduled  for  demolition,  should  be  renovated  pending  the 
building  of  an  entirely  new  block  at  Famham  Hospital. 

The  out-patient  department  at  Famham  Hospital  is 
quite  inadequate  for  the  volume  of  work  with  vdiich  it  now  has 
to  cope  and,  in  consequence,  patients  often  have  to  wait 
before  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  seen. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  age  groups,  notified  during  1954 


Total  Deaths 
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The  amount  of  infectious  disease  is  seen  to  have 
been  very  small.  The  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  of  a 
bulbar  type  but  fortunately  has  made  a good  recovery. 

DIPHTEEHEA 


Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there 
have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  since  1943. 
The  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  during  1954  are  as 
follows 


A^e  Group 

Primary 

Boosting 

Under  5 

257 

2 

5-14 

22 

527 

Total 

279 

529 

The  number  of  primary  immunisations  is  about  the 
average  but  the  number  of  boosting  doses  is  lower,  ov/ing  to  the 
fact  that  our  campaign  is  catching  up  with  the  number  of  children 
requiring  re- immunisation. 

V/HOOPING  COUGH 

Combined  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  and 
diphtheria  is  now  given  as  a routine  and  the  nuiiibers  done  during 
1954  were  as  follows 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Boosting 

Under  5 

226 

1 

5-14 

7 

7 

Total 

233 

8 

VAC  GIN  ATE  ON 


The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  done  during 
the  year  was 


Age  Group 

Vaccinated 

Re-vaccinated 

Under  1 

157 

0 

1 year 

84 

0 

2 -4 

11 

7 

5-14 

1 

21 

15  & over 

5 

59 

Total 

258 

87 

12 


VMEREAL  DISEA.se 


No  cases  have  been  reported  for  many  years  and 
enqmiles  made  at  the  Guildford  and  Aldershot  clinics  showed 
that  no  cases  living  in  Earnham  have  received  treatment 
there. 

FOOD  POISONING 


In  liarch  16  children  at  Farnham  Day  Nursery  were 
affected  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  but  all  recovered 
rapidly.  Samples  of  stools  v/ere  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Guildford  but  in  no  case  was  any  pathogenic 
organism  isolated  and  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  obscure. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Farnham  in  May 
with  the  following  results 


3\^le 

Female 

Total  number  examined 

1,035 

1,671 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

Active 

- 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

Inactive 

30 

50 

Non- tuberculous  abnormalities 

33 

34 

Cases  not  yet  diagnosed 

8 

3 

This  is  rather  less  than  the  number  examined  in 
1952,  which  was  2,920,  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  arrange  as  many  sessions  this  time. 

It  is  debatable  whether  the  fact  that  no  case 
of  active  tuberculosis  was  detected  is  a good  or  a bad 
thing. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  that  disease  during  1954 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-  ■ 

Respiratory 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  - 25 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  - 35 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  - 45 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

45  - 55 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  - 65 

1 ^ 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Over  65 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

6 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1953  showed  a record  low  number  of  new  pulmonary  cases, 
namely  6,  but  unfortunately  the  number  this  year  is  up  to  14. 
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SmiTAm  INSPECTEON  OE  TKE  AREA. 


CHIEE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1954 


The  following  classified  table  is  subnitted  of  (a) 
the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year; 

(b)  the  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the 
result  of  the  services  of  such  notices 

(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  j’-ear 

Dwellinghouses 


Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 


Housing  Acts 

... 

... 

• 

244 

Number  of  inspections  made, 

inc luding 

re-inspections  and  visits 

to  works 

in 

progress  

... 

... 

. . 

• 

. . . 

455 

;her  Visits  and  Insnections 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

• • • 

9 

♦ • • 

296 

Food  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

• • • 

599 

Slaughterhouses 

• • » 

• • • 

• • 

• 

• • • 

. 100 

Dairies  

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• 

• • • 

32 

Factories  

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

• 

i 

173 

Shop  s 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

61 

Milk  Sampling 

• • 9 

• • • 

• 

139 

Ice-Cream  Sampling 

• • • 

43 

Water  Sampling 

• « • 

• • • 

• 99 

7 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

2,490 

Drainage  

• • • 

• • • 

• 

9 9 9 

246 

Piggeries  

• • • 

• 

48 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  ... 

• • 

• 

9 9 9 

9 

Common  Lodging  House 

• • t 

• • • 

• • 

9 9 9 

6 

Mi  scellaneous 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

9 9 9 

149 

(b)  Notices  Served  ;~ 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under 

the  Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts  93 

(c)  Results  of  Notices 

(l)  Preliminary  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with  87 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  6 

Total  93 
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(2)  Statutory  Notices  - 

(a)  CompliQd  with  6 

(b)  V/ork  not  commenced  _0_ 

Total  6 


HOUSING 


A general  survey  of  the  district  was  commenced 
after  the  passing  of  the  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954.  This  Act  came  into  operation  on  30th  August  and  it 
required  the  Council  to  submit  for  the  Ministry’s  approval 
within  the  next  tvi^elve  months  proposals  for  dealing  in  one 
way  or  another  with  houses  in  their  area  which  appear  to  them 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  liable  to  demolition. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  244  houses  had  been 
inspected.  V/here  defects  were  found  during  these  visits, 
such  as  dampness,  roofs  leaking,  unsatisfactory  drainage, 
etc.,  steps  were  taken  to  have  them  attended  to.  63  informal 
notices  v;ere  sent  to  owners  of  cottage  property  and  all 
received  attention.  Generally,  the  condition  of  the  dwellings 
in  this  district  was  found  to  be  good. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  administration  of  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  was  transferred  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 
Following  some  61  visits,  many  improvements  were  carried  out 
and  it  was  found  that  owners  usually  made  every  effort  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGF  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  rodent  operator  was  kept  fully  occupied  dealing 
v/ith  the  treatment  of  premises,  v;here  necessaiy,  against 
infestation  by  rats,  mice,  insects  and  vermin.  No  major 
infestations  were  recorded.  The  sewers  of  the  district  were 
treated  and  one  minor  "take”  only  v/as  reported. 

The  number  of  visits  totalled  2,490  and  annual 
contracts  amounted  to  £262:  14:  Od. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  local 
representative  of  the  I'iinistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

V/here  necessary,  the  rooms,  etc.,  v/ere  disinfected 
after  notification  of  infectious  disease  and  by  arrangement 
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with  the  Hospital  I'ianagement  Committee  bedding  and  mattresses 
were  steam  disinfected  at  the  FarnhEim  Hospital. 

sYumma  baths 


Samples  of  the  sv/imming  pool  water  were  taken 
regularly  during  the  season  and  in  each  case  the  analyst’s 
report  was  satisfactoiy . 

SMOICS  ABATEIvIMT 

The  smoke  from  the  Cochran  boiler  of  a large  joinery 
works  was  the  cause  of  much  complaint  during  the  year.  Every 
effort  was  made  by  the  firm  to  effect  a remedy  and  the  best 
advice  was  obtained.  A further  attempt  is  to  be  made  to 

overcome  the  nuisance  and  the  latest  methods  in  smoke  abatement 
are  to  be  embodied  in  the  proposals. 

SCHOOLS 


All  schools  in  the  district  are  provided  with  modern 
systems  of  drainage  and  a main  water  supply. 

PUBLIC  MORTUART  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

These  premises,  built  by  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Council,  are  situated  on  a site  adjacent  to  the  Court 
House,  where  Inquests  are  usually  held. 

Cases  from  portions  of  the  Guildford  and  Hambledon 
Rural  Districts  are  also  brought  to  the  mortuary  and  post 
mortem  examinations  are  carried  out. 

During  1954,  37  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary 
and  37  post  mortem  examinations  carried  out.  This  is  the  same 
number  as  in  the  previous  year. 


SANITAKT  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


The  administrative  offices  of  the  Wey  Valley  Water 
Company  are  situated  in  the  town  and  the  district  is  supplied 
by  the  Company’s  mains. 

Samples  submitted  for  chemical  examination  quarterly 
and  bacteriological  examination  weekly  proved  to  be 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

SEWERAGE 


The  sewage  works,  situated  to  the  east  of  the  town. 
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cover  an  area  of  about  43  acres  and  deals  with  a population 
of  approximately  25,000.  The  improved  disposal  works 
completed  last  year  have  dealt  effectively  with  the  needs 
of  a district  which  is  growing. 

The  Council  have  now  under  consideration  a scheme 
for  improving  the  drainage  of  the  town  itself,  the  main  sewers 
of  which  were  laid  in  1884. 

The  effluent  from  the  sewage  works  passes  by  an 
outfall  sewer  to  the  River  Wey. 

HOUSE  REFUSE 

Plouse  refuse  was  collected  weekly  from  all  premises 
in  the  Urban  District  and  controlled  tipping  on  the  "Bradford" 
system  was  continued  at  the  Sandpits,  vVeydon  Lane.  The 
sorting  of  the  salvage  and  the  baling  of  paper  collected  was 
carried  on  at  the  refuse  tip,  where  buildings  are  provided 
for  this  work. 

The  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  collection 
of  kitchen  waste  as  the  bins  standing  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  tended  to  become  damaged  and  the  contents  of  little 
value  to  the  smallholders  for  pig  feeding. 

RIVERS  AUD  STREAJ/IS 


The  River  Wey,  which  flows  through  the  town  is 
within  the  supervisory  area  of  The  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  any  possible  source  of 
pollution.  Portions  of  the  river  bed  have  been  regularly 
cleared  of  silt  and  obstructions  by  the  River  V'/ey  Improvement 
Board. 


The  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  in  the  autumn  caused 
some  flooding  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  despite  every 
precaution  which  was  taken. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1937 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  during  the  year 


Premises 

No.  on 
Regi ster 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

(Non-Mechanical) 

16 

31 

0 

0 

Factories 

(Mechanical ) 

87 

135 

5 

0 

Other  Premises 

3 

7 

0 

0 

Totals 

106 

173 

5 

0 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedi ed 

Referred 
to  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 . 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

: 1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Defective 

Sani tary 
Conveniences 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Totals 

5 

5 

0 

5 

0 

No  action  was  found  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
three  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  kitchens  of  the 
cafes,  restaurants  and  hotels,  which  are  regularly  visited,  is 
good  and  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a high  degree  of 
hygiene. 


The  Department  devotes  much  time  to  the  duty  of 
inspecting  food  premises  and  during  the  year  599  visits  were  paid 
to  food  producing  and  retailing  premises.  It  was  found  that 
staffs  appreciated  the  necessity  of  washing  their  hands  after 
using  the  toilet  and  managements  co-operated  in  this  by  giving 
directions  to  employees, 

A large  wholesale  warehouse  was  completed  during  the 
year,  thus  enabling  food  to  be  stored  under  improved  conditions. 

MEAT 


The  Council  decided  in  June,  when  the  rationing  of 
meat  ended,  to  re-license  the  private  slaughterhouses  which 
were  in  use  before  the  war.  This  step  was  taken  after  very  a 
careful  consideration  and  after  meetings  had  been  held  with  ^ 
the  local  Butchers’  Federation,  The  National  Farmers*  Union  V 
and  the  Market  Auctioneers.  Visits  were  also  paid  to  the  / 
Ministiy’s  Abattoir  at  Guildford  and  numerous  discussions 
between  adjoining  local  authorities  were  held. 

The  Cattle  Market  held  weekly  in  the  town  is  well 
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patronised  by  local  farmers,  both  in  Surrey  and  N.E.  Hampshire, 
and  the  type  of  beast  sold  is  of  good  quality. 

From  July  onwards  all  animals  dealt  with  in  the 
slaughterhouses  were  inspected. 

Food  condmenations  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


Commodity 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Q.rs. 

Lbs. 

Danish  Bacon 

1 

3 

3 

12 

Canned  Fruit 

13 

- 

19i- 

Canned  Vegetables 

8 

3 

14 

Canned  Meat 

6 

2 

4 

English  Bacon 

3 

3 

8 

English  Beef 

3 

2 

1^ 

Ham 

3 

2 

6 

Dried  Fruit 

2 

- 

17 

Siglish  Pork 

1 

2 

2ii 

Imported  Beef 

1 

2 

21 

Rabbits 

1 

2 

4 

Fish 

3 

18 

Tomato  Puree 

1 

15 

Sausages 

1 

4 

Marmalade  and  Lam 

26j 

Lamb 

19 

Imported  Lambs’  Livers 

17 

Irish  Ox  Livers 

14 

Pig’ s Offal 

8 

Dani sh  Marzipan 

2 

To  tal 

3 

12 

3 

llv 

292  tins  IVIilk  24  tins  Soup 

1 gallon  Gherkins 


MILK 


During  1954  the  district  became  a specified  one 
under  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2) 
Order,  1954,  and  all  milk  sold  since  then  is  either  pasteurised, 
sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  dealt 
with  at  the  pasteurising  plant  of  the  Famham  Dairy  Limited  at 
Weydon  Lane,  Famham,  and  by  the  Co-operative  Society’s  plant 
at  Guildford. 

Samples  are  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Guildford  for  analysis. 

Samples  of  milk  pasteurised  by  the  Famham  Dairy 
Limited  are  also  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 
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A simraary  of  results  is  shown  in  the  following 


table 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Totals 

Pasteurised 

114 

4 

118 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

0 

2 

Sterili sed 

2 

0 

2 

Ungraded 

8 

0 

8 

Totals 

126 

4 

130 

Samples  of  rinse  taken  during  the  year  are  summarised 
as  follows  :~ 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactoiy 

Totals 

Chum  Rinse 

6 

0 

6 

Bottle  Rinse 

6 

0 

6 

Totals 

12 

0 

12 

ICE-CREAM 


Results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follows 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


35 

9 

0 

0 


Total  ...  44 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1935 


There  were  16  slaughtermen  holding  licences  under 
this  Act  in  the  district  during  1954.  These  licences  are 
renewed  annually. 


FOOD  HYGIME 


There  is  a Hygienic  Food  Council  and  over  a hundred 
food  producers  and  retailers  are  members.  Diplomas  for 
cleanliness  were  issued,  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the 
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Chairman  of  the  Hygienic  Food  Council  signing  each  Diploma. 

Numerous  small  but  importSnt  improvements  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  to  safeguard  foodstuffs  from 
contamination.  Much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

ADULTERATION 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  samples  taken  during  1954  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  the 
responsible  authority  for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  connection  with  adulteration 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

or 

Irregular 

Prosecutions 

Convictions 

i 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Food  - 

Milk 

54 

4 

58  . 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Cream 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ice-cream 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Plums,  Victoria 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Rum 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sausages 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Soft  Drinks 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Suet 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whi  sky 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drugs  - 

Bnbrocation 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lung  Balsam 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Soap  Liniment 

0 

1 

i 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

65 

7 

72 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 
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